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the Governor of Bombay to aid in the enterprise. The
siege of Kolaba was raised. Chaul and the other places
taken were recovered and Sambhaji escaped with difficulty
to his fortress of Suvarnadurg.

The defeat of the Portuguese left the English and the
Marathas face to face. It must be admitted that the
conduct of the English was based on no consistent policy.
They tried to please both sides and pleased neither. The
Portuguese were angry with them for warning the Thana
garrison; and Chimnaji Appa resented the help given by
Stephen Law to tho Portuguese. The Company decided to
send two missions, one to Chimnaji Appa and one to the
Maratha king. On 12th May 1739 Captain Gordon left
Bombay for Shahu's court. On tho same day Captain
Inchbird went to Bassem, to remove from Chimnaji Appa's
mind his unfavourable impressions and to induce him to
abandon a projected expedition against Bombay. Chimnaji
Appa received Captain Inchbird coldly and hinted that the
Company's object in sending two missions was simply to
create ill-feeling between him and the king. Captain
Gordon met with better fortune. On the 13th May he
reached Danda Rajpuri. There he was received in state
by the Sidis. On the 14th he again started, this time
by sea; but on the 15th he was arrested by the
Marathat*. After seeing his papers, they released him.
A similar experience befell him on the 19th May. On the
20th Captain Gordon began to ascend tho Ghats. On the
23rd May ho reached Satara, but the king had gone
towards Miraj. On the 25tli Antajipant, the agent of the
Pratinidhi, called on Gordon, presented him with a dress
of honour and received in return a ring. On tho 1st June
1739 the English envoy reached Shahu's tents. On the
3rd June Captain Gordon called on the Pratinidhi. The
latter asked him a few questions about Bombay and
enquired mockingly whether it was fear of Bajirao that
had sent him* On the 8th June the envoy succeeded in
reaching the king. But he transacted no business, While